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From Campaign to Ownership
Four films about four 
communities. Communities 
who’ve stood up, fought back, 
and taken ownership. People 
who just wanted control over 
their lives, responsibility for 
their homes and 
independence for their 
neighbourhood. 

In the 1970s, communities in 
Glasgow reacted against 
large-scale demolition by 
organising to save their 
homes and take ownership of 
their land. The community-
based housing associations 
which emerged set the 
example for the modern 
community ownership 
movement across the UK. 

A decade later, residents in 
West London fought an epic 
battle against the demolition 
and sale of their homes. They 
used a law granting private 
landlords the right to acquire 
council estates as an escape 
route from their rogue council 
landlord into community 
ownership constituted on the 
Glasgow model. 

In 1997, the inhabitants of the 
Isle of Eigg in the Scottish 

Inner Hebrides triumphed over 
decades of bad treatment and 
insecurity when they bought 
their island, paving the way for 
what is currently one of the 
fastest-growing community 
ownership movements in the 
world. 

Nearly half a century on from 
the movement’s birth in 
Glasgow, attention is back on 
West London. For ten long 
years, the West Kensington 
Gibbs Green community has 
defended itself against the 
onslaught of the most 
valuable urban redevelopment 
in the Western world. Now, 
like those who went before it, 
this community yearns for 
freedom. 

We hope these stories will 
inspire everyone to help 
empower communities to take 
ownership of their estates so 
they can provide appropriate 
services, build genuinely 
affordable homes for 
themselves and for others in 
housing need, and make the 
improvements they know 
would best suit their 
neighbourhoods.



 

Programme
Welcome by the Mayor of  Hammersmith & Fulham 

6.40pm Duke Street, Glasgow. The birth of community-owned 
housing 

7.00pm Walterton & Elgin, London. Community ownership   
  for council estates 

7.25pm Isle of Eigg, Inner Hebrides. Global leadership from the 
Scottish movement  

7.30pm Intermission 

8pm  Film Premiere 

 The Fight for the People’s Estates. West Kensington 
and Gibbs Green, London 

8.15pm Drinks and reception



 

THE COMMUNITIES
Reidvale Housing Association, Glasgow
http://reidvale.org.uk

Took ownership 1976. Owns 
914 homes. Refurbished 1,000 
homes and built 180 new ones. 
Provides wide variety of 
community services.  

See also Milnbank Housing 
Association http://
www.milnbank.org.uk, also in 
Glasgow and founded at the 
same time, which owns 2,800 
homes.

http://reidvale.org.uk
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Walterton & Elgin Community Homes 
(WECH), London
http://wech.co.uk
Took ownership in 
1992. Owns 643 
homes. Currently 
building 43 new 
social rented homes, 
new office, 
community centre 
and pre-school 
facility along with 
140 KW of solar 
power.  
See http://
wech.co.uk/images/
pdf/Against-The-
Odds.pdf for account 
of the campaign and 
takeover.

http://wech.co.uk
http://wech.co.uk


 

Isle of Eigg Heritage Trust, Inner 
Hebrides
http://isleofeigg.org/ieht/

Took ownership in 
1997. Owns 12 
square miles. 
Population 105. 

Almost 100% self-
reliant on 140 KW of 
renewables for 
energy. 

See https://
www.communityland
scotland.org.uk for 
the variety and scale 
of its 87 members 
with a population of 
25,000 people 
owning over half a 
million acres of land. 
CLS has moved its 
HQ from North 
Harris to Glasgow.



 

West Ken Gibbs Green Community 
Homes (WKGGCH), London
https://westkengibbsgreen.wordpress.com

Began its fight in 2009. Served Right to Transfer Proposal Notice on 
Council landlord in 2015. Still awaiting approval from Government to 
begin transfer process, and still trying to extricate estates from the 
developer’s clutches.  
Along with WECH, it’s a member of http://www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk



THE FILMS
Duke Street, Glasgow, The Secret History of Our Streets, 2016. 
Commissioned by the BBC. Directed and produced by Russell 
England, http://www.centuryfilmsltd.com 

Our Homes Are Not for Sale, 1988. Commissioned by the Westminster 
Housing Forum and the Walterton & Elgin Action Group. Directed and 
produced by Chris Thomas, Team Video 

A Common Right: Isle of Eigg, 2016. Commissioned by the 
International Land Coalition for https://www.landrightsnow.org. Directed 
and produced by Jason Taylor, https://www.thesourceimage.com 

The Fight for the People’s Estates, 2019. Produced by WKGGCH.

Published by West Kensington and Gibbs Green Tenants & 
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