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Capco Earls Court plan challenged by second council
26 January, 2018 By David Price

Kensington and Chelsea council’s deputy leader has come out in support of
Hammersmith and Fulham’s challenge to Capco’s £1.1bn plans for Earls Court.

Conservative Kim Taylor-Smith declared his opposition to the current plans for Earls
Court at a meeting on Wednesday evening.

He said: “Politically, I want to make it very clear that I do not believe the continuation of
this development under the current terms is right.

“I have also written to councillor Stephen Cowan [Hammersmith and Fulham’s Labour
leader] expressing my concern over this development, I have offered my complete
support [to him] to revisit these plans around the entire scheme and I have copied this
letter to the London mayor Sadiq Khan.”

Last week Hammersmith and Fulham council called on Capco to hand back the the
West Kensington and Gibbs Green estates that form part of its plans.
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In a statement, Hammersmith and Fulham said: “LBHF views the current agreed scheme
as undeliverable and have called on Capco to return the estates to LBHF as this is the
only viable way forward.”

However, Kensington and Chelsea is not pursuing the same level of intervention as
Hammersmith and Fulham.

Mr Taylor-Smith said: “We need to recognise that we don’t have the legal power to
rescind our decision [to approve Capco’s plans that affect the borough] – the application
went through due process and was agreed.”

He added: “As a minimum, if it is to continue, I want to see more social and more truly
affordable housing including in the scheme.”

A Capco spokesperson said: “Capco has completed all the land enablement works and
has a site with full planning consent that is ready for development.

“We continue to work collaboratively with all relevant stakeholders to bring forward the
scheme in order to generate benefits for the local and wider London community.”

Mr Taylor-Smith had been asked to set out the council’s position by Liberal Democrat
councillor Linda Wade.

Ms Wade said Kensington and Chelsea council had not been sufficiently engaged with
planning for the site in terms of ensuring there the right level of affordable housing, or
addressing the business that will be lost from the demolition of the exhibition centre.

Ms Wade told Construction News: “It’s fine to ask for a meeting, it’s fine to send an email
or a letter, but actually what we need to have developed before you go into the poker
game [with the developer] is a plan for what you want out of the site.”

She added: “If we’re looking at a potential review of the masterplan, we need to know
what we want.

“The greatest issue I’ve had with this whole enterprise is having urban planning dictated
by developers, rather than urban plans based on identified needs.”

Mr Taylor-Smith said he had contacted Capco to set up a meeting with the developer to
discuss the plans.

The Earls Court masterplan proposes redeveloping the site of the old Earls Court
exhibition centre and demolishing the West Kensington and Gibbs Green estates, which
are currently occupied.

Capco has so far paid £75m for the estates since 2013, with a further £30m to be paid
by 2019.

The client said its plans for the area will include up to 10,000 affordable homes.

But the demolition of the estates has provoked anger from residents who have mounted
a nine-year campaign to save the estates.

In November last year Capco agreed to revisit the plans for the development with
specific focus on the affordable housing element, which Hammersmith and Fulham
rejected last week. 

Capco have been contacted for comment.
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