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No to Demolition! Yes to Community Control! 

“Estates could return to council control” 
Capco negotiates hand-back of our homes

Hammersmith & Fulham Council Leader, 
Steve Cowan, wrote to residents on 7 
November suggesting that, in exchange 
for a fresh planning permission, “we 
would see the two estates return to 
council control”. 
The news followed months of worsening 
market conditions for Capco, which has 
taken several steps to clean up the mess 
it’s made so it can exit the redevelopment 
scheme. The biggest barrier to a 
successful disposal is our community and 
the homes in which we live. We are the 
millstone round its neck, which now it has 
to cut away. 
Our three residents organisations issued 
the following statement: “For nine long 
years, residents have been fighting to 
save their homes and preserve our 
community. We have gone through very 
dark times. But right now there is a 
t remendous wave o f exc i tement 
sweeping across the estates. The Council 
Leader is working very hard to get the 
estates out of the land sale contract. Our 
campaign is on course for victory and we 
look forward to finally lifting the curse that 
has so sorely afflicted our community.”

WKGGCH Chair, Keith Drew, 
said: “Congratulations to 
everyone who has supported 
us through thick and thin! 
We’re on the road to victory.”

Gibbs Green TRA Chair, 
Diana Belshaw, said: “I feel 
elated: it just shows that the 
voice of the people is heard 
and people power counts.” 

West Kensington TRA Chair, 
Sally Taylor, said: “It’s not 
game over until we’ve got the 
estates back. But we’re closer 
than we’ve ever been before.”

Board Member Murvet Zengin 
said:“When I found out I was 
over the moon. We are a 
strong community and we 
won’t it let  go.”

WKGGCH Company Secretary, Linda 
Sanders, said: “I’m very happy for 
Capco to be out of the deal, but you’re 
not really safe unless you have 
resident control. When I saw the letter 
I thought that’s amazing. It’s been a 
David and Goliath thing, but you can 
win if you kick ‘em in the knee caps!” 

Martin from Gibbs 
Green said: 

“That’s very good. 
I thought it was all 
done and dusted. 
C a p c o a r e 
running out of 
money. Now, it 
feels like we’re 
three quarters of 
the way there.” 











 

Elected Address Position

Sam Awuku Aisgill Avenue Member

Diana Belshaw* Gibbs Green Member

Baghdadi Daoudi Marchbank Road Member

Keith Drew* Franklin Square Chair

Harold Greatwood Fairburn House Treasurer

Donna Isaac Aisgill Avenue Vice-Chair

Nicole Kroplewski Lickey House Member

Dioscore Mutsinzi Fulham Court Member

Linda Sanders* Aisgill Avenue Secretary

Maria Szapszowicz Churchward House Member

Sally Taylor* North End Road Member

Charlie Treloggan Fairburn House Member

Rita Vlahopoulou Churchward House Member

Murvet Zengin Churchward House Member

Appointed

Faisal Roble Lickey House Member

Appointed Experts Expertise

Robin Hawkes Housing Member

Ian Simpson Community Member

Kevin Veness Residents Member

On 3 October, at the Annual General Meetings of the West 
Kensington Estate and Gibbs Green TRAs and West Ken Gibbs 
Green Community Homes, residents re-affirmed our resolve never to 
give up the campaign to save our community.

Following the elections at our Annual General 
Meetings on 3 October, attended by 67 resid-
ents, the WKGGCH Board Members are:

Election results

Board Members above marked * were also 
elected to the Tenants & Residents 
Association Committees.  
Additionally, Kaneen Morgan, Chris Taylor, 
Rachael Johnson, Anne Francois, David 
Isaac and Alex Smith were elected onto the 
West Kensington TRA; and Janet Fraser, 
S a l i m U d d i n , J i l l B a r k e r , N o r a 
Kostomarova, Kameka Uter-Adams, Abdi Blin 
and Peter Belshaw were elected onto the 
Gibbs Green & Dieppe Close TRA.

Iron determination as we vow never 
to give up the fight for our homes

The meeting started with one of our youngest champions, Ana-Maria, 
looking back on her entry into the campaign when, aged 9, she 
presented a letter to the Council which began, “I am writing to ask 
why you are knocking our houses down, in West Kensington Gibbs 
Green.”	
Now 15, Ana-Maria thanked the campaign for helping to stop the 
demolition and urged people to prevent the redevelopment by 
continuing to work together “as the amazing, supportive and loving 
community that we are”.

Members re-elected three serving Board 
Members, including Dioscore Mutsinzi [left], 
and two new Board Members, including 
Murvet Zengin [right]

Our Company Secretary, Linda Sanders reminded people that the 
developer has got nowhere with its plans to demolish our homes, and 
that Capco is in a pickle. 
Our Treasurer, Harold Greatwood, reported that we have raised 
enough money to fund us for the next three years, which means our 
campaign is on a secure financial footing for the foreseeable future.



 

The People’s Plan: Improvements and New Homes

Developer pulls back from demolition 
of Empress Place and Lillie Road

In March 2016, the Council registered the Prince of Wales pub as 
an Asset of Community Value. If Capco wants to sell it, we must be 
given the opportunity to express an interest in purchasing it.

Over the past few years, Capco bought up and emptied 
Empress Place and the adjoining parade in Lillie Road, 
boarding up the shops with its customary funereal black 
hoarding, making the area derelict.  
In December 2016 and January 2017, Capco exhibited 
plans to demolish them so they could construct over 400 
residential units in blocks of up to 24 storeys, along with 
2,000 square metres of retail and leisure uses. At the same 
time, it submitted plans for demolition to the Council, 
promising publicly that a detailed planning application 
would follow soon. 
At the North End Road Market Spring Fair, our informal poll 
showed that just 10 people chose Capco’s design against 
462 who favoured the alternative proposal by architect 
Francis Terry for preservation and extension. 
Around that time, Capco changed its mind. It decided that 
rather than apply to redevelop Empress Place and Lillie 
Road, it should instead apply to refurbish the shops and 
Prince of Wales pub for temporary retail use. 
In August, Capco told the Council that: “The proposed 
temporary uses will create numerous job opportunities and 
the improvement to this local parade will improve the 
character and appearance of this part of Lillie Road for 
local residents and visitors to enjoy. The temporary ‘pop-up’ 
is proposed as a meanwhile use during the interim period 
before redevelopment proposals for Empress Place are 
finalised and secured through the planning process”. 
The Council approved the proposal to join the gardens at 
the rear of 7-11 Empress Place with the rear of the Prince 
of Wales pub to create a large open area with seating to 
accommodate diners and drinkers using the pub and 
outlets in the neighbouring buildings.

Opened on 15 November by the Incipio Group Ltd, the 
Prince has 2 bars, 4 self service restaurants, 800 seats 
and an enclosed and heated woodland pergola garden

The temporary reprieve of the shops and houses, and the 
restoration of the parade and pub for retail use is a great 
victory for all who campaigned to preserve our heritage. At 
last it has dawned on Capco that it should give up trying 
to do something it’s not very good at – development – and 
revert to its core business – making money out of running 
a shopping centre, as they do at Covent Garden. 
This about-turn, coupled with the refurbishment of the 
Capco-owned former Rootstein factory for the Fulham 
Boys School, goes some way to easing Capco’s retreat. 
But one certain fact remains indelibly ingrained on the 
landscape: nothing will make the Earl’s Court scheme 
saleable so long as our estates are bound in to it, and so 
long as we maintain our deeply entrenched campaign to 
save our homes and protect our community.
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FREE!

This event is organised by West 
Ken Gibbs Green Community 
Homes. For more information 
call Zoe on 07754 701 636. 

West Kensington  
and Gibbs Green 

“It all looks fantastic. Just hurry up and get on with it!” 
 

“The most important thing is 
that we get to stay. I love it 

here. We know each other and 
look out for each other.” 

“I like that there is a plan to build 
new homes but I can keep my home. 

I don’t understand why they are 
going to demolish decent homes.” 

“Everybody is trying to save our homes from these rich 
people. What do you want to destroy people’s lives for? 

For money?” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The People’s Plan Survey Analysis 
 

Available now at https://westkengibbsgreen.wordpress.com/the-peoples-plan/ 

Capco partner sent back to prison One of the biggest risks to Capco’s reputation is its 50/50 joint 
venture with the Kwok family, for the development of 808 homes in 
Seagrave Road, otherwise known as Lillie Square. 
The Kwok Family Interests (KFI) are major shareholders of Hong 
Kong property developers Sun Hung Kai (SHK). In 2014, SHK 
Chairman Thomas Kwok and his right hand man Thomas Chan, at 
that time a Director of Lillie Square GP (the partnership with 
Capco), were convicted of bribing the second most senior official in 
Hong Kong, Rafael Hui, with HK$8.5 million. Thomas Kwok was 
sent to prison for five years, and Chan for six years, in the highest 
profile corruption case in the city’s history. 
After serving 18 months, Kwok was released on bail pending the 
outcome of an appeal. In June, the Court of Final Appeal 
unanimously dismissed the appeal, confirming that Kwok’s and 
Chan’s actions were corrupt. Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma Tao-li 
said: “It will now be necessary for [Kwok] to return to prison for him 
to serve out the remaining sentence.” 
Yet, Capco and KFI persist in describing Sun Hung Kai as “one of 
the most highly reputable real estate companies listed on the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange”. At the same time, Capco insists that our 
campaign to save our community is a risk that might damage its 
reputation or distract its management. Its measures for mitigation 
are to “review activity and communications of activist groups”.

At the WKGGCH AGM on 3 October, Members unanimously 
resolved: “It is for us, the residents to decide the future of our 
neighbourhood. To help us achieve our ambitions for 
improvements and new homes, WKGGCH should apply to 
become a Neighbourhood Forum and to designate our estates 
as a Neighbourhood Area.” (Right: Community masterplanning 
with UCL Bartlett School of Planning in the Gibbs Green Hall)

Residents decide to become a Neighbourhood Forum
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