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No to Demolition! Yes to Community Control! 

People’s Plan launches to show 
better alternative to demolition

On 12 November, 40 residents came together in the 
Gibbs Green Hall to begin briefing architects from 
Architects for Social Housing (ASH) on proposals to 
demonstrate that there is a better alternative to 
demolition. This was the first meeting in a 

programme of events to draw up a People’s Plan to 
e n h a n c e a n d i m p r o v e o u r h o m e s a n d 
neighbourhood, creating a more detailed picture of 
what our estates could look like under resident 
control.  

Join us to share your ideas and comment on proposals 

Tuesday 24th November: Design workshop for improvements to existing buildings & the environment 
6.30pm – 8.30pm at Gibbs Green Hall 

Tuesday 1st December: Design workshop for building additional homes on the estates 
6.30pm – 8.30pm at West Kensington Community Hall on Lillie Road 

Tuesday 15th December: Mince pies, mulled wine and progress update  
7pm – 9pm at Gibbs Green Hall 

With your help, we can make a powerful statement about how we see the future of our neighbourhood - one 
which takes on board your wishes and concerns. You know what needs to be improved and where it would be 
best to build new homes, so please join us at one or more of these events. 

What do you like and dislike about where you live?  
Where on the estates do you feel happiest? 
Where can we brighten up the place? 
What to you is an example of good design?  
What is the view from your window?  

If you want to know more about these events or 
get more involved, please ring our Housing 
Organiser, Zoe, on 07754701636 or email 
zoe.wkggch@gmail.com

Share your photos, drawings and ideas on the 
Facebook group:  

West Kensington and Gibbs 
Green: The People’s Estates.  

You will also be able to find out more 
about this project and comment on 
proposals posted there by the 
architects from ASH. 

Get involved online Tell us what you think
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Elected Residents Address Position
Mohammoud Awale Lickey House Member

Diana Belshaw* Gibbs Green Member
Baghdadi Daoudi Marchbank Road Member
Keith Drew* Franklin Square Chair
Harold Greatwood Fairburn House Vice Chair
Rajka Krivokapic Gibbs Green Member
Nicole Kroplewski Lickey House Member
Dioscore Mutsinzi Fairburn House Member

Linda Sanders* Aisgill Avenue Secretary
Maria Szapszowicz Churchward House Member
Chris Taylor* North End Road Member
Sally Taylor* North End Road Member
Charlie Treloggan* Fairburn House Treasurer
Rita Vlahopoulou* Churchward House Member
Appointed Experts Expertise Position
Robin Hawkes Housing Member
Neal Purvis Housing Member
Ian Simpson Community Member
Kevin Veness Residents Member

Residents Organisations 
AGMs elections results

Following the elections at the Annual General Meeting 
on 22 September, attended by 55 residents, the 
WKGGCH Board Members are: 

TRA Committees 
Members above marked * were also elected to the 
Tenants and Residents Association Committees. 
Additionally, Bill Kosmos, Susan Austin and Andre 
Vladareanu were elected onto the West Kensington TRA 
Committee and Janet Fraser, Salim Uddin, Jill Barker, 
Matt Bain, Iona Bain and Peter Belshaw were elected 
onto the Gibbs Green & Dieppe Close TRA Committee. 

Majority of residents sign petition 

Petition  
to the Secretary of State for 
C o m m u n i t i e s a n d L o c a l 
Government 

We, the undersigned residents of West 
Kensington and Gibbs Green, request 
that the Secretary of State allows us to 
take forward our Right to Transfer 
proposal so that we can carry out our 
community’s plans for the regeneration 
of our neighbourhood. 

Hammersmith & Fulham Council says 
it does not intend to implement its 
original redevelopment scheme, and no 
new scheme has been consulted upon or 
granted planning permission. We want 
to exercise our Right to Transfer to a 
community owned housing association 
so that we, the local people, can 
determine our own future. Transfer of 
the estates would faci l itate the 
r e g e n e r a t i o n o f t h e a r e a b y 
empowering us to improve our estates 
and build extra homes. 

To support our submission to the Secretary of 
State, we asked you to sign the petition above 
calling on the Government to support our 
proposed community transfer. 
After just over a month, the petition contained a 
total of 525 signatures from 435 households. 
Residents from 57% of all the addresses on the 
estates signed, including a majority of the 
secure tenants.  
The petition has also gone to the Council so 
they can see that the majority of residents are 
standing firm in favour of us deciding our own 
future. Thanks to everyone who signed and to 
those residents who helped Zoe, our Housing 
Organiser, to collect signatures.  



Residents call on Government Minister 
to support our Right to Transfer  

On 23 October, West Kensington and Gibbs Green 
Residents went to the Department for Communities and 
Local Government in Westminster to present the 
Secretary of State, Greg Clark, with our case for being 
allowed to continue with the Right to Transfer to save our 
homes. We did this because the Council has asked the 
Government to throw out our Right to Transfer proposal 

The Council’s previous administration signed a secret 
‘collateral agreement’ with the developer, Capco, which 
states the Council should do all it can to resist any 
challenge to the Earl’s Court scheme. However, our legal 
advice, which we passed to the Secretary of State, says 
the Council is not bound to resist our proposal and that 
the secret agreement is an unlawful fetter on the 
Council’s discretion. 

The Council claims the proposed transfer would harm its 
regeneration scheme and prevent it receiving money 
from the land sale agreement with the developer. 
However, we have pointed out that: 

• No progress has been made with the scheme for 
redeveloping the estates in the past two and a 
half years; 

• No detailed planning permissions have been 
obtained, the first phase of the demolition has 
not been agreed and the residents’ contracts 
have not been finalised; 

• Both Capco and the Council want to change the 
current scheme, which would require changes to 

the sale agreement and a fresh outline planning 
application; 

• The Council will spend more on administering 
the scheme for the estates than the money it is 
due to get from the developer; 

• Transferring ownership of the two estates from 
the Council to a community- owned landlord 
would enable us to keep and invest in existing 
homes and work together to plan new affordable 
homes on infill sites. 

Our submission was handed in by Gibbs Green resident 
Iona Bain, who said she hoped that the Secretary of 
State would listen to us and support the will of the local 
community.  

Keith Drew, estate resident of forty-three years and Chair 
of West Ken Gibbs Green Community Homes, said: “The 
Council is currently renegotiating the scheme with the 
developer. It is rumoured that the number of homes 
additional to those already approved could be thousands 
rather than hundreds. This is bound to upset people in 
the surrounding areas. The community has been kept out 
of these discussions. We believe we can achieve a much 
better result by keeping popular housing, doing 
improvements and building new homes on infill sites 
around the estates.” 

There is no fixed timescale for the Secretary of State to 
make his decision, but we expect it some time in the new 
year. 
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Contacts 
Sally Taylor, Chair, West Kensington TRA:  

020 7381 8192  
Diana Belshaw, Chair, Gibbs Green Dieppe 
Close TRA: 020 7381 9446 
Zoe Savory on 07754 701636 or on 
zoe.wkggch@gmail.com 
WKGGCH@outlook.com 
westkengibbsgreen.wordpress.com 
saveearlscourt.com 

Facebook - Save our homes: West Kensington 
and Gibbs Green 
Twitter: @WestKenGibbsGr

London Mayoral candidates  
stand up for residents 

Candidates for the London Mayoral 
elections, to be held next year, have 
spoken out in support of the campaign 
to save the estates.  
Caroline Pidgeon, (left) who is the 
Liberal Democrat Mayoral Candidate 
as well as a Member of the London 
Assembly, said:  
“I fully support an urgent review of the 
Earls Court Masterplan. Reducing 
London’s capacity to host major 
exhibitions combined with the loss of 
well-established communities is the 
very last thing London needs.” 

In September, Baroness Jenny Jones explained that the Green 
Party had chosen to announce the selection of Sian Berry (on right 
of picture above) as its Mayoral candidate from the West Kensington 
Tenants Hall to show solidarity with the residents of West 
Kensington and Gibbs Green in our fight to save our homes from 
demolition. 
Sian Berry said: “The chance we have to create a different kind of 
life for Londoners is captured perfectly by what is happening here. 
The residents who live here don’t want to see it bulldozed and 
turned into a new private development. They want to remain in their 
homes surrounded by the community they love, and feel as though 
they have ownership over their own future. 
And I am pledging today to listen to them, and that, if elected as 
Mayor I will block the Earls Court Regeneration Scheme, and 
support the residents in their bid to take over their homes and take 
the lead on the regeneration of the West Kensington and Gibbs 
Green estates.” 

Chair of the Residents Commission, the Right 
Honourable Keith Hill, addresses residents 

Council’s Residents 
Commission recommends 
community ownership 

Ear l ier th is year, the Counci l 
established a Residents Commission 
to examine the future for the 
borough’s housing stock. It has 
recommended that the Council should 
immediately prepare to transfer the 
borough’s stock to a community-led 
housing association.  
The transfer would need to be 
approved by a majority of the 
borough’s council tenants. If it does 
proceed, the housing association 
would be expected to build new 
homes on the land it takes over. West 
Kensington and Gibbs Green are 
excluded from these plans.  
H o w e v e r , w e n o t e t h a t t h e 
Commission has adopted the same 
vision we published in 2009, which is 
to put residents in charge of a 
c o m m u n i t y - o w n e d h o u s i n g 
association and empower them to 
build new homes to meet housing 
needs. The Council will decide 
w h e t h e r t o a g r e e t h e 
recommendations at its Cabinet 
meeting on 7 December. 

ALWAYS REPORT CRIME AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR: 
DIAL 101 (OR 999 IN AN EMERGENCY) 
A number of residents have reported persistent issues of crime and 
antisocial behaviour taking place outside their homes. If you experience 
this, please ensure that you report each incident by dialling 101 or, in an 
emergency, 999. Make sure that you receive a crime reference number 
each time.  
With the police facing so much pressure on their time, it is important 
that you make that call to ensure the police are aware of this and that a 
record is kept. Crime and antisocial behaviour is upsetting and 
unpleasant but with your help the police will be better able to address it 
and prevent it from continuing. 
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