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No to Demolition! Yes to Community Control! 

The General Meeting we held on 1 
July attracted the largest turnout 
for an event on the estates since 
the start of our campaign. The 
Gibbs Green Hall was packed with 
130 people, of whom 120 were 
residents. West Ken Gibbs Green 
Community Homes (WKGGCH) 
Members voted unanimously to 
serve a Right to Transfer (RtT) 
Proposal Notice on the Council. 

WKGGCH Chair, Keith Drew, said: 
“The huge turnout and the 
unanimous result was a massive 
vote of confidence in our campaign 
to save our homes.” 
After the meeting, WKGGCH wrote 
to residents explaining it was our 
intention to serve a notice and 
inviting representations. Only two 
residents objected. The Board 
decided that we should in principle 

serve the RtT Notice. However, we 
also decided to hold off until we 
see the outcome of the Council’s 
review of the scheme.  
In the meantime, we are working 
with the Council on the technical 
details of the RtT Notice and have 
consulted with them about it. This 
should make the process smoother 
when we serve the Notice. 

Labour Councillors review estates demolition
Hammersmith & Fulham’s Labour 
administration is committed to 
trying to save the West Kensington 
and Gibbs Green estates from sale 
and demolition. Since the elections 
in May, the Council’s Contracts Unit 
has been reviewing the land sale 
ag reemen t s i gned w i t h t he 
d e v e l o p e r b y t h e p r e v i o u s 
Conservative administration. 
WKGGCH Board Members have 
met with the Councillor who is 
involved in the discussions with 

Capco. He was not able to tell us 
the content of the discussions 
because they are confidential. 
However, he has assured us that 
the Council wil l consult with 
residents before any final decisions 
are made. 
The contract with the developer is 
very complicated. It is 800 pages 
long and at one point 22 lawyers 
were involved in its preparation! So 
it will take some time for the 
Council to work through it. No 

t imesca le has been se t fo r 
concluding the discussions, though 
we hope that significant progress 
will be made by early next year. 
The Council has told us that it is 
committed to working with all 
tenants and residents on the 
e s t a t e s a n d t h e i r e l e c t e d 
representatives. We want to make 
sure that residents’ voices are 
heard, rather than ignored as they 
w e r e u n d e r t h e p r e v i o u s 
administration. 

Big meeting of residents votes for Right to Transfer
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Residents’ Organisations 
elections results 
Following the elections at the Annual General 
Meetings on 23 September, attended by 40 
residents, the WKGGCH Board Members are: 

Elected Residents Address Position

Mohamoud Awale Lickey House Member

Jill Barker* Gibbs Green Member

Diana Belshaw* Gibbs Green Member

Keith Drew* Franklin Square Chair

Harold Greatwood Fairburn House Member

Nicole Kroplewski Lickey House Member

Dioscore Mutsinzi Fairburn House Member

Linda Sanders* Aisgill Avenue Secretary

Maria Szapszowicz Churchward House Member

Chris Taylor* North End Road Vice Chair

Sally Taylor* North End Road Member

Charlie Treloggan* Fairburn House Treasurer

Rita Vlahopoulou* Churchward House Member

Lancelot Webb Ivatt Place Member

Appointed Experts Expertise

Neal Purvis Housing Member

Robin Hawkes Housing Member

Ian Simpson Community Member

Kevin Veness Residents Member

TRA Committees
Members above marked * were also elected to 
the Tenants & Residents Association Committees. 
Additionally, Bill Kosmas was elected onto the 
West Kensington TRA and Salim Uddin, John 
Belshaw, John Fernandez, Jan Fraser, 
Christopher Kerr and Peter Belshaw were elected 
to the Gibbs Green & Dieppe Close TRA. 

Community control – our vision 
At the General Meeting on 1 July we set out our vision for the 
estates under community control, which includes: 

• A landlord elected by residents that would decide the policies, 
employ professional staff to manage the properties, and spend all 
the income on the estates; 

• Affordable rents with increases strictly limited, and tenants keeping 
the security they have now; 

• Estate-based management and maintenance providing a personal 
service for residents and tailored to meet the needs of the 
neighbourhood; 

• Tackling overcrowding through local knowledge and more efficient 
use of homes; 

• Repairs and improvements to the West Kensington blocks and to 
open spaces, with more CCTV and increased supervision by staff; 

• Community services and events for residents with many more 
activities for younger people; 

• Investigating opportunities to build more homes within the estates 
and to provide lifts for the blocks in Gibbs Green. 

Exhibition Centres’ 
demolition to start 
Demolition of the Exhibition 
Centres is due to start in 
December. A long campaign was 
fought to try to save Earl’s Court 
with the support of many local 
residents.  
It’s a great disappointment that 
demolition is going ahead given 
that it is a national amenity and 
there is a shortage of this type of 
venue. Its loss will also hit local 
businesses very hard.  
The demolition of the Centres 
is quite separate from the 
situation in Hammersmith & 
Fulham where the Labour 
Council continues to try to 
save our homes.  
If any problems arise from the 
demolition works, keep a record, 
let us know and we shall take it 
up with our local Councillors. 

Lift refurbishment 
Good news for residents who live 
in the five blocks on West 
Kensington estate. The Council 
is at the second stage of 
consultation on refurbishing the 
lifts. 

It intends to tender the contract 
in December for work to start 
next year. The cost is almost 
£800,000, which should hugely 
improve the condit ion and 
reliability of the lifts.  

True value of Earl’s Court 
scheme hidden to avoid 
affordable housing 
On 22 October, the Chair of the 
London Assembly ’s Planning 
Committee, Nicky Gavron, grilled 
Mayor Boris Johnson over the lack 
of affordable housing in the Earl’s 
Court redevelopment scheme. “Why 
did you let Capco off the hook?” 
she asked. Her challenge follows the 
release of a secret report completed 
in September 2012 that was 
commissioned by the two local 
Councils and the Mayor.  
This report tested the developer’s 
claims that it could only provide 11% 
additional ‘affordable’ homes. During 
2012 and 2013, the Councils and the 
Mayor claimed the report, carried out 
by DVS, confirmed that this was the 
most the scheme could deliver 
whilst remaining viable. It is clear 
that the report expressed grave 
doubts about the way Capco made 
its calculations. 
• The true value of the scheme is 

£12billion, not £8billion as 
previously claimed (and this was 
2 years ago!); 

• Capco  failed  to  provide  key 
information to DVS; 

• DVS  questioned the way Capco 
valued the scheme and said that 
it was not the usual way of 
c a r r y i n g o u t a v i a b i l i t y 
assessment of a scheme; 

• DVS recommended that there 
should be the ability to review the 
scheme over its 20 year life so 
that if Capco makes more money 
than expected the amount of 
affordable housing could be 
increased. Capco refused and 
the 2 local Councils did nothing 
to challenge this (and neither did 
the Mayor).   
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