
No to Demolition! Yes to Community Control! 

WEST KENSINGTON & 
GIBBS GREEN NEWS     

“Buyers beware” warn!
West Kensington tenants

Left to right: West Kensington estate tenants Charlie 
Treloggan, Harold Greatwood and Lancelot Webb at the 
opening of the marketing suite for Capco’s ‘Lillie Square’

On 27 March developer Capco launched the promotion of 
its 800 home development in Seagrave Road. The next day 
it launched its sales operation in Hong Kong. Prices for one 
bedroom flats start at £600,000.  

Prospective buyers queuing outside were handed Save 
Earl’s Court leaflets. They were surprised to hear that the 
whole area would be a construction site for 20 years and 
that 7,000 more flats would be crammed into their 
surroundings. Some were alarmed to discover that 200 of 
the 800 flats in Lillie Square would be let to council tenants 
displaced from the West Kensington & Gibbs Green 
estates. The developer was not amused and did everything 
he could to get us away from the the people in the queue! 

Community Organiser, Jonathan Rosenberg, said: “We 
wanted to provide information omitted from the developer’s 
press release. The marketing suite bristled with security 
guards and reeked of opulence, worlds away from the 
inclusive and affordable neighbourhoods in which the 
majority of Londoners aspire to live.”

WE DESERVE SOME ANSWERS!
Last July the Council sent all residents a brochure that said it 
would tell us “What will happen and when”. It also announced 
an exhibition by the developer, EC Properties, that set out the 
draft phasing plan. We were told that this would be followed 
up with another exhibition in September last year giving more 
details of Phase 1. 

9 months later what has happened? We still don’t know for 
certain who will be in Phase 1 and there has been no further 
information from the developer. There was a lot wrong with 
the boundaries of the draft Phase 1 including cutting straight 
across Aisgill Avenue – are they still planning to do this? 
Those residents so far visited by the Council have heard 
nothing further about where and when they will be offered a 
home. The Council has published no news since last year. 

In our last newsletter in February, we asked the question, 
“How much will it cost to live in the new homes?” 
Despite repeated requests, the Council has still not given 
residents any details about rents, service charges, council 
tax and car parking charges.  

We have told the Council that there should be no further 
“exhibition” until these costs are made clear. No one should 
be asked to consider an offer until we all have these 
answers. 

We have also asked if the Council still plans to evict secure 
tenants who refuse an offer by using Compulsory Purchase 
Orders. This is a heavy handed measure and usually only 
used to force home-owners out of their homes. Are they 
planning to evict tenants in this way to avoid the protection 
that secure tenants have under the Housing Acts?

WKGGCH explores options for the estates
In March the Government’s Department for 
Communities & Local Government approved a grant of 
£7,500 under its Tenant Empowerment Programme for 
West Ken & Gibbs Green Community Homes to 
“explore the options” for the future management and 
ownership of the estates. This will pay for: !
•! Training for the Board Members of WKGGCH in 

tenant participation, communication, finance and 
managing the organisation 

•! A study visit to a housing association that has 
achieved community ownership 

•! Publicity to residents on the estate about the 
options 

•! A General Meeting of residents to consider the 
options and decide what is the best way forward !

Over the past few weeks WKGGCH Board Members 
have been visiting neighbours to share the latest 
information, answer questions and invite more tenants 
to join. !
If you want to know more about these options, contact 
the Community Organiser, Jonathan Rosenberg, on 
07961 301 801 or email jlnr49@gmail.com.
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Earl’s Court ‘Village’ !
all luxury flats
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Earl’s Court Area 
Action Group steps 
up campaign

The Earl’s Court Area 
Action Group (ECAAG) 
has stepped up its 
campaign to stop the 
demolition and Save 
Earl’s Court.  
ECAAG members and 
estates’ residents have 
collected a petition 
against the scheme 
outside the Ideal Home 
Show and other shows 
at the Exhibition Centre.  
They have also visited 
local businesses and 
residents to spread the 
word and distribute 
E C A A G ’ s n e w 
‘Wrecking Ball’ leaflet. A 
p o s t e r v e r s i o n i s 
prominently displayed in 
a s h o p o p p o s i t e 
Capco’s marketing suite 
in Lillie Road.

On 3rd April the Council’s Planning 
Applications Committee gave the go-
ahead to the demolition of the Earl’s Court 
exhibition halls and their replacement with 
“Earls Court Village”. The night before, 
Kensington & Chelsea had given a similar 
approval for their part of the development. 
The “village” includes a total of 1,276 
residential units - all luxury flats without a 
single “affordable” home! 
On the H&F side, 287 flats will be single 
aspect, meaning light comes in only from 
one side. Of these, 103 will face north, 
which means they will never receive any 
sunshine. Although planning policy 
discourages this practice, these flats were 
still approved. 
One of the Councillors at the meeting said 
that he was “truly appalled” and that the 
design was completely alien to the area. 
Another said that it was designed to attract 
foreign investors. One of the blocks is 22 
storeys - no village ever looked like this!

ECAAG and estates’ residents attended the London 
Assembly’s Transport Committee meeting at City Hall on 12 
March. Assembly Member Darren Johnson questioned 
Transport Commissioner Sir Peter Hendy about TfL’s Joint 
Venture with Capco for the Earl’s Court redevelopment.  
How can the public know if the deal is good value when the 
arrangements have been kept secret? Sir Peter said he 
would publish the information soon. 
But TfL gave Capco the right to decide what should be 
published. When the documents arrived two weeks later, 
huge portions were blacked out. These included what the 
Joint Venture costs TfL, what Capco’s obligations are, and 
what expenditure amounts are allowed under delegated 
authority. Some titles of schedules and appendices were 
blacked out so we don’t even know what has been kept 
secret.  
How does this meet TfL’s commitment to be transparent, 
and how can Assembly Members check what’s going on?

Secrecy surrounds TfL deal with Capco Scheme condemned at House of Commons event

Left to right: ECAAG Chair Councillor Linda Wade, Chair of 
the London Assembly Darren Johnson, ECAAG Press 
Officer Jos Bell, Andy Slaughter MP, Karim Halwagi Chief 
Executive of the Association of Event Organisers, and 
London Assembly Member Murad Quereshi 
Speaking at a press conference in the House of Commons, 
Assembly Member Darren Johnson said: “This plan is so 
flawed it simply cannot go ahead – we must keep 
fighting as this is a battle we can win.”

Contacts 
Sally Taylor, Chair, West Kensington TRA: 
020 7381 8192  

Diana Belshaw, Chair, Gibbs Green Dieppe 
Close TRA: 020 7381 9446 
Jonathan Rosenberg,Community Organiser: 
07961 301 801  
WKGGCH@outlook.com 
 westkengibbsgreen.wordpress.com 
saveearlscourt.com !

  Save our homes West Kensington 
 and Gibbs Green

Campaigners at Troubadour concert: Andy Slaughter MP addresses the audience
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