
WEST KENSINGTON & GIBBS GREEN NEWS 
The voice of  the Peoples’ Estates        No. 18                                                February 2014

No to Demolition! Yes to Community Control! 

UNCERTAINTY RULES DEMOLITION SCHEME
How much would it cost to live in the new homes?
The council has not said what the rents, service charge, 
council tax, and car parking charge will be for the new homes. 
Is this because the cost of living in a new home will be much 
higher than now?  
We have discovered that the service charge alone could be 
£48 a week for a 1 bed, £58 for a 2 bed and £68 for a 3 bed. 
The Seagrave Road planning agreement states: 
“For LBHF Tenants the Affordable Housing Service Charge 
shall be set at an average of £3,000 per Affordable 
Housing Unit per annum within the range depending on the 
type of Affordable Housing Unit from £2,500 to £3,500 per 
annum and be Index Linked to the Index of Retail Prices.” 
These charges will be on top of the rent. They have 
probably increased already to take account of inflation. How 
much will they be two or three years from now? Nor do we 
know what the rents, council tax and car parking charges will 
be. If the Council talks to you about moving, make sure you 
ask: How much will it cost to live in the new home?

When might the new homes be built?
There is no certainty that the redevelopment will proceed.  

We have heard nothing from the Council for several months 
about the proposals for the first phase of demolition on the 
estates, which include cutting through the Aisgill Avenue 
terraces. Nor has the final version of the Tenants Contract 
been published.  

Nothing is happening at Seagrave Road, where the first 
200 replacement homes are supposed to be built. The car 
park continues to operate and there is no sign of any 
construction work. Seagrave Road is owned half each by 
Capco and the Kwok family, who own Sun Hung Kai, Hong 
Kong’s largest property developer.  

Kwok brothers Raymond and Thomas go on trial for bribery 
and corruption before Hong Kong’s High Court in May. One 
of the prosecution Barristers said: “the whole world would be 
watching the trial as it involves a former senior government 
officer and a major property developer”.

Resolutions agreed at WKGGCH Annual General Meeting on 8 October 2013
We condemn the Council for ignoring the wishes of the 
majority of residents and signing a land sale agreement with a 
£2 tax-havened developer for the demolition of our homes.  

We shall continue to fight the scheme and do everything we 
can to help residents threatened with forcible removal. 

We stand firm by our founding objective, which is to transfer 
the estates into community ownership so that we can decide 
what’s best for our neighbourhood.  
We welcome the Government’s publication of the Right to 
Transfer Regulations. Although we are concerned we may be 
excluded on the grounds of so-called ‘regeneration’, we 
support WKGGCH to test this out by making an application.
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Contacts !
Sally Taylor, Chair, West Kensington 
TRA: 020 7381 8192  
Diana Belshaw, Chair, Gibbs Green 
Dieppe Close TRA: 020 7381 9446 
Community Organiser, Jonathan 
Rosenberg: 07961 301 801, 
jlnr49@gmail.com 
westkengibbsgreen.wordpress.com 
saveearlscourt.com 
Facebook: Save our homes West 
Kensington and Gibbs Green

Parliamentary debate on Earl’s Court 
On 21 January 2014 WKGGCH Board Members and Earl’s Court 
Area Action Group Members attended a Parliamentary debate in 
Westminster Hall. Andy Slaughter MP spoke for 20 minutes to 
present the cultural and economic case for preserving the Earl’s 
Court Exhibition Centres.
Exhibition Centre replacement is just luxury flats
Not one single affordable home will be provided in the replacement 
development planned for the Exhibition Centres. The total floor 
space the developer wants to build is 290,170 square metres. 
Nearly all of this space will be flats with 9,591 square metres of 
shops. The 1,314 new homes in 15 massive apartment blocks will 
all be sold at market prices, way beyond what people in housing 
need can afford.  
The floor space devoted to education, health, community, culture 
and leisure will be 324 square metres. That’s just 0.1% of the 
replacement for both Exhibition Centres – a thousandth of the 
development space – about the size of one luxury penthouse.

Residents’ organisations election results
Following the elections at the Annual General Meetings 
held in the Gibbs Green Hall on 8 October 2013, which 
was attended by 65 residents, the Board Members of 
WKGGCH are:
Elected Residents Address Position
Mohamoud Awale Lickey House Member

Diana Belshaw* Gibbs Green Member

Svetlana Dominguez Stanier Close Member

Keith Drew* Franklin Square Chair

Jill Barker* Gibbs Green Member

Harold Greatwood Fairburn House Member

Nicole Kroplewski Lickey House Member

Linda Sanders* Aisgill Avenue Secretary

Maria Szapszowicz* Churchward 
House

Member

Chris Taylor* North End Road Vice Chair
Sally Taylor* North End Road Member
Charlie Treloggan* Fairburn House Treasurer

Margarita 
Vlahopoulou*

Churchward 
House

Member

Lancelot Webb Ivatt Place Member

Appointed Experts Expertise
Neal Purvis Housing Member

Ian Simpson Community Member

Robin Hawkes Housing Member

Kevin Veness Residents Member

TRA Committees
Members above marked * were also elected to the 
Tenants & Residents Association (TRA) Committees. 
Additionally, Geral Munala and Bill Kosmas were 
elected onto the West Kensington Estate TRA, and Alia 
Hashem, Salim Uddin, Janet Fraser, John Fernandez 
and John Belshaw were elected to the Gibbs Green & 
Dieppe Close TRA.

Become a member of WKGGCH
Residents founded West Ken & Gibbs Green 
Community Homes (WKGGCH) to save the estates by 
transferring them to a community owned housing 
association. Membership entitles you to vote at general 
meetings and elect Board Members.  
Currently, we have 633 members with at least one 
member living in two thirds of all the households on the 
estates. The more members we have, the better, since 
we want everyone to take part in deciding our future.  
If you want to join, please fill out the enclosed 
membership form and return it to: The Secretary, 
WKGGCH, 46 Aisgill Avenue, West Kensington Estate, 
W14 9NF. 

AGE UK services for residents
AGE UK, based at 105 Greyhound Road, W6 8NJ, asked us 
to help publicise the services they offer to residents of the 
Borough, including those living on the West Kensington & 
Gibbs Green estates. We have enclosed a leaflet detailing 
their activities, all of which take place at Greyhound Road.

‘Damn Vandals’ to 
save Earl’s Court!
On 6 March 2014, 8pm at 
t h e T r o u b a d o u r , O l d 
Brompton Road, rock group 
‘Damn Vandals’ will be the 
main act in a benefit gig to 
help raise funds to save 
Earl’s Court.  
Supporting bands and full 
details will be advertised 
closer to the event.


