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Cameron challenged to disown Tory rogue landlord  
 

“Piss-up in a brewery” Council Leader is served ‘Notice to Quit’ by 
his own Council tenants 

 
Residents serve ‘Notice to Quit’ on Councillor Greenhalgh (left) as he chairs the Council’s Cabinet meeting 7/12/09 
 
Hammersmith & Fulham Council Leader Stephen Greenhalgh thought he could serve notice to quit on 
the residents of West Kensington & Gibbs Green council estates by labelling us a ‘ghetto’ and by 
planning to demolish our homes.  
 
Now tenants have returned the favour by serving him with formal Notice under Section 34A of the 
Housing Act 1985 proposing the Council should dispose of the estates to a resident-controlled 
association. At the same time we have written to Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, John Denham MP, inviting him to make Regulations requiring the Council to co-operate 
with our proposal. 
 
Section 34A was introduced by Section 296 of the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 to give council 
tenants a defence of last resort against a rogue local authority landlord. The new provision came into 
force a year ago: Stephen Greenhalgh is the first Council Leader in the country to provoke tenants to 
use it to defend their homes and community. 
 
Contact: Jonathan Rosenberg 
07961 301 801: 020 8960 7620: jlnr49@gmail.com  
Photo: Copyright Andrew Wiard: andrew@reportphotos.com: 07973 219 201 
 
Notes 
 
West Kensington & Gibbs Green Estates consist of 750 homes located in W14, bounded by North End 
Road to the west, Lillie Road to the south and the Lillie Bridge Rail Depot to the east. 
 
Residents from more than 80% of all homes on the estates have signed a petition saying no to 
demolition and yes to residents determining their own future. 
 
See overleaf for letter from residents to Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh, which has been copied to 
David Cameron MP. 



West Kensington Estate & Gibbs Green Estate and Dieppe Close 
Tenants and Residents Associations  
 
Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh 
Leader  
London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
Town Hall 
King Street 
Hammersmith 
W6 9JU 
 
7 December 2009 
 
Dear Councillor Greenhalgh 
 
West Kensington & Gibbs Green Estates: Implementing our vision to improve our 
homes and community 
 
Thank you for your letter of 5 October. 
 
We are delighted that the council is determined to work with us to improve opportunities for 
local people. Residents have aspirations, and we think there are many improvements that can 
be made to the estates and to the services currently provided by the council and its agents.  
 
We note especially your statement that “no decisions have been made at this time”, and we 
agree with you that “now is the time for careful thought about what may be possible and to 
take account of what people want.” 
 
Since we last wrote to you, we have held more meetings for residents and we have made 
personal contact with nearly everyone who lives on the estates, including residents of the 60 
or so housing association owned homes. We have undertaken our consultations in the context 
of your year-long consultation with residents over the potential to redevelop the estates. This 
has given residents the opportunity to consider what may be possible and has enabled us to 
establish directly and democratically what people think and want. 
 
Contrary to your assertion that our neighbourhood is ‘not decent’, we have ascertained that 
the vast majority of residents are satisfied with their homes and with their neighbourhood. This 
finding is borne out by the recent Audit Commission Inspection Report (September 2009), 
which concludes: “Resident satisfaction with neighbourhoods is high. In 2009 satisfaction went 
up [from 71%] to 78 per cent, which is in line with the best 20 per cent of a benchmark group 
of landlords in 2008/09. Satisfaction with neighbourhoods where residents of H&F Homes live 
is improving and is now higher than for most other social housing residents in London." 
 
As of the date of this letter, residents from over 80% of the 763 homes on the West 
Kensington & Gibbs Green Estates, including the housing association homes, have signed our 
petition calling on you and the Council to: 
 

1. Withdraw the accusation our neighbourhood is “not decent”;  
2. Abandon the plans to demolish, redevelop or intensify our estates;  
3. Guarantee that nobody will be forced to move; and  
4. Leave it to us to determine the future of our homes and community. 

 
On 7 October residents from both estates attended a General Meeting to consider how to 
prevent demolition and protect ourselves from being forced to move. Specifically, we 
discussed the possibility that we should change our landlord, either to a new resident-
controlled association or to an existing housing association. This course of action was 
enthusiastically supported by the General Meeting, which resolved unanimously: 
 

1. To adopt the petition previously circulated; 
2. That the Committees of both estates should work together as one to defend our homes 

and communities; and 
3. To explore ways to get control over one or more services and the possibility of using 

the law to defend our estates. 



 
Accordingly, the Committees of both Estates have decided to serve Notice pursuant to 
Section 34A of the Housing Act 1985 on the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
proposing the disposal of the Council owned freehold land and buildings on the West 
Kensington and Gibbs Green Estates to a registered housing provider that is accountable to 
the residents, and to write to the Secretary of State inviting him to make regulations requiring 
the local authority to co-operate with our proposal.  
 
In our vision for the area, residents would benefit from an estate-based and accountable 
management and maintenance service tailored to meet individual needs; we would tackle 
overcrowding, and improve choice and opportunities - especially for young people; and the 
internal common parts of the blocks and external common areas of the estates would be 
transformed. Most important of all, ownership of the estates would be democratically 
controlled by residents: we would become responsible for solving our own problems, and for 
assuring our security over the longer term. 
 
We do hope you will support our vision to improve our homes and community, and we look 
forward to achieving the transfer of our estates at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Maureen Way, Chair West Kensington Estate TRA,  
 
Richard Osband, Secretary West Kensington Estate TRA 
 
Neil Hall, Chair Gibbs Green and Dieppe Close TRA 
 
Diana Belshaw, Secretary Gibbs Green and Dieppe Close TRA 
 
 
Cc: Rt Hon John Denham MP, Secretary of State CLG; John Healey MP, Minister for Housing; 
Grant Shapps MP, Shadow Minister for Housing; HAFFTRA; Gary Yardley, CapCo; Anthony 
Bickmore, TfL ; Barbara Nash, TSA; Andy Slaughter MP; Keith Jenkins, Winckworth & 
Sherwood 
 


