
!"#$%&"'#(')$*'%+%)(,,#%)-""'%$"'.'$#%+%-"#(/"'$#%.##*0(.$(*'#%

No to Demolition! Yes to Community Control! 

DEPUTATION STATEMENT TO H&F COUNCIL CABINET, 18 JULY 2011 
 
Since the Council embarked on selling our estates for 
demolition, it has repeatedly disrespected our 
community by suggesting we’re not decent, publicly 
denigrating us and our homes. This is an abuse of 
power and a breach of our human rights. 
 
Far from our neighbourhood being not decent, we’re 
proud of estates and our community. If you truly cared 
to know about our neighbourhood, you should have 
attended our recent summer festival for local families 
and children. Look at the photos of us and our homes! 
 
Because we’re proud of our neighbourhood, we are 
steadfastly determined to stop you and your developer 
associates from wrecking our estates, destroying our 
community and separating neighbour from neighbour 
so that you and the developer can enrich yourselves 
and make huge profits at our expense. 
 
Capco’s plans for Earl’s Court would be a disaster, not 
just for us, forced out of our decent and well-loved 
homes against our will, but for the whole of Earl’s 
Court, West Kensington and North Fulham.  
 
Council Leader, Stephen Greenhalgh, claims to 
residents that the Council’s made no decision to 
include our estates in the scheme. Despite that 
assurance, out of the blue on 23 June, leaseholders 
and freeholders on the estates received a letter from 
an organisation calling itself DP9, reporting that the 
Council’s developer associates, EC Properties 
Limited, had applied to demolish our homes.  
 
To people’s dismay, the letter said they had barely 
three weeks to make representations to the Council. 
When they tried to get the applications, they 
discovered these were not available on the Council’s 
or the developer’s websites, and still were not 
available on the day of the deadline.  
 
The Council knows full well that the overwhelming 
majority of residents oppose the demolition plans and 
want community ownership. 
 
Here is 25 feet of signatures against demolition signed 
by 80% of residents; here are the forms signed by 
residents from two thirds of households applying to 
join our new association to take over our homes; and, 
with us tonight, are scores of residents to show you 
the strength of our feelings. 
 
Despite this evidence the Council publicly claims this 
is not case. If the Council or the developer genuinely 
wants to test the views of residents, we offer you a 
simple challenge. Organise a properly supervised 
ballot on the estates with an independent scrutineer 
and we will abide by that democratic vote. 
 
The Coalition Government is telling councils that what 
they should be doing when they make decisions 
affecting people’s lives is to devolve these to local 
communities so they can decide their future for 
themselves.  
 
This Council has set itself against the whole thrust of 
Government policy. You are putting the interests of  

 
the Council and its developer associates, and the 
profits it hopes to make, in front of the interests of 
local people. How much money do you and Capco 
plan to make from this deal? 
 
Your plans are doomed to failure because we’re 
determined to proceed with our application to take 
over the estates, establishing community control of 
the area now, and not in 20 years time when the 
community has been shattered and our homes 
destroyed. 
 
We thank the Government Ministers who’ve made it 
absolutely clear to you that your money-making 
scheme will not override the new rights the 
Government wants to give us to take ownership of our 
homes and control of our neighbourhood. 
 
The Council’s handling of the planning applications 
pays no respect to proper process and law, let alone 
democracy. Redevelopment would overwhelm the 
transport networks and blight the neighbourhood. 
Already, neighbouring communities from Nevan 
Square, Kensington Mansions and elsewhere are 
speaking out against these disastrous plans. 
 
We are advised that the Council’s decision to take 
fifteen million pounds would be a conflict of interest 
between its role as a public authority, wanting to make 
money from selling and demolishing our homes, and 
its role as a planning authority, able to decide 
planning applications and apply for Compulsory 
Purchase Orders. 
 
The Council has not accounted for its huge 
expenditure on this scheme, yet it proposes to risk 
more money on plans it knows, and the Government 
has told it, will most likely fail.  
 
If you approve this “exclusivity deal” tonight you will 
risk a material shortfall in the Council’s accounts. You 
will also further breach Article 8 of the Human Rights 
Act 1998, which states: “everyone has the right to 
respect for his home. There shall be no interference 
by a public authority with the exercise of this right, 
except such as is in accordance with the law and is 
necessary in a democratic society for the economic 
wellbeing of the country.”  
 
This deal is not lawful, is not democratic, and nor is it 
necessary. So very far from being good for the 
country, it would damage wellbeing by repeating the 
self-same greedy property speculation that broke the 
national economy, ruining so many people’s lives! 
 
The latest arrests and resignations in the scandal over 
relationships between politicians, the media and the 
Police demonstrate how vital it is not to have conflicts 
of interest when exercising power in public office. 
 
We call on you now to act responsibly and to do 
what’s right. Say no to £15 million for demolition: give 
us the power to determine our own future in line with 
Government policy; and co-operate with our use of the 
law to take community control of our neighbourhood!
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No to Demolition! Yes to Community Control! 

A DECENT COMMUNITY LIVING IN DECENT HOMES 
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